
MASSAGE BUSINESSES 

WHAT IS A  MASSAGE BUSINESS? 
A massage or massage therapy means a health care service involving the external 
manipulaƟon or pressure of soŌ Ɵssue for therapeuƟc purposes.  Massage therapy 
includes techniques such as tapping, compressions, fricƟon, reflexology, Swedish 
gymnasƟcs or movements, gliding, kneading, shaking, and fascial or connecƟve Ɵssue 
stretching, with or without the aids of superficial heat, cold, water, lubricants, or salts.  

         

MASSAGE BUSINESS IS NOT
Massage therapy does not include diagnosis or aƩempts to adjust or manipulate any 
arƟculaƟons of the body or spine or mobilizaƟon of these arƟculaƟons by the use of a 
thrusƟng force, nor does it include genital manipulaƟon.   

         Reflexology is not considered a massage business, however,  a Reflexology  license
                  must be issued by the WA State Department of Health prior to providing services. 

CITY LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 
City Business License, and Massage Business LocaƟon Supplemental

Copy of current WA State Department of Health Massage Therapist License and current 
Government Issued Photo ID for all therapists opering at the locaƟon.   Both license and 
ID should be with the therapist at all Ɵmes they are working at the massage business. 

Copy of  current Government Issued Photo ID for all owners and officers of the business. 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Massage business locaƟons or offices are allowed to operate between the hours of 

6:00 A.M. and 10:00 P.M. and are required to be closed to the public at all other Ɵmes. 



Finance Department 
Tax & License Division
747 Market St, #220 
Tacoma WA 98402253-591-5252 

Note: This InformaƟon Sheet does not subsƟtute for codes and regulaƟons. The business owner is 
responsible for compliance with all codes and regulaƟons, whether or not described in this docu-
ment. To request this informaƟon in an alternaƟve format or a reasonable accommodaƟon, please 

MASSAGE BUSINESS VIOLATIONS 

MASSAGE BUSINESS OWNER
A business owner that has knowledge of or permits the unlicensed pracƟce of massage therapy to be 
commiƩed within their massage business is guilty of a misdemeanor per RCW 18.108.035. 

Subsequent violaƟons are a gross misdemeanor punishable according to 9A.20 RCW.  

MASSAGE THERAPIST
A person that pracƟces massage therapy without a massage therapy license is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor per RCW 18.130.190(7)(a).  

Subsequent violaƟons are a class C felony punishable  according to chapter 9A.20 RCW.  


