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LICENSE FEE EXEMPTIONS  

There are some exemptions outlined in local, state and federal laws, that prohibit a city from assessing a   

license fee. Exemptions related to rental business activity are properties owned by:  

• An “Authority” as defined in RCW 35.82.210 

• An entity in which the City is prohibited from taxing under the Washington State Constitution or 

the Constitution of the United States or any other exemption outlined in a local, state, or federal 

regulation 

Rental property owners exempt from a license fee are still required to register their rental properties with 

the City.   

WHO NEEDS A LICENSE? 

• Any property owner who rents or leases out real property, including, residential and commercial 
buildings or land 

• A property management company  located in the Tacoma 

• A property management company located outside Tacoma and physically coming into the City or 
contracts or hires someone to maintain properties, collect rent, or provide other services for       
tenants or property owners 

RENTAL OF REAL PROPERTY/PROPERTY MANAGERS  


